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Extract from the Third Annual Report of the Board of Directors of the You 
Men’s Missionary Society of New- York. F a” 


The different fields of Missionary labour to which the attention © 


of the Board has been directed: during the year past, are the sub- 
urbs of this city, the Northern, North Eastern, North Western, and 
South Western, frontiers of, this State, the North Eastern parts of 
Pennsylvania, the parts of Virginia between Fredericksburg and the 
Blue Ridge, together with North Carolina, the new State of Llinois, 
and the Alabama Territory. ‘ 

It will, be remembered, that the Society were apprized, in the 
last report, of an intended Mission tothe last mentioned region. It 
will no doubt be gratifying to learn that Providence: has enabled 
us to, obtain, as it is hoped, two suitable Missionaries to proceed to 
that important field of Missionary enterprise. , 

In the month of April last, Mr. Isaac W. Pratt, formerly a 
member. of this Society, and then a student of very respectable 
standing in the Theological Seminary at Princeton, and Mr. Txo- 
mas.I. Bicas, also a student at the same place, made a conditional 
engagement with the Board to undertake a Mission to that part of 
our. country. Both these gentlemen have since been licensed to 
preach the Gospel. Mr. Biggs declined an fama having 
felt it his duty. to accept a call at Frankfort, in Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Platt, however, proceeded from this city, in the month of October, 
on his Mission to Alabama, where the Board have reason to believe 
that he will be received with joy ; and that, if his life be spared, he 
will, under Gop, become a rich blessing to the tig of that new, 
but rapidly increasing territory. The term of Mr. Platt’s engage- 
ment is six months, with liberty to extend it, if he think expedient. 

In the course of the summerthey employed Mr. James S. Woops, 
a licentiate of the Presbyterian Church, as a Missionary, for four 
months, to the same district, with power to prolong the period to 
six months, if his labours are found profitable. Mr. Woods was to 
go to Alabama from Lexington in Kentucky, and was instructed to 
proceed directly to the scene of his labours. From him no informa- 
tion has as yet been received. 

In the month of August, the Directors, having learned that the 

arts of the state of Virginia between Fredericksburg and the Blue 
Ridge, afforded an extensive and very encouraging field for mission- 
ary labour, employed Mr. Wm. Cuesrer, a licentiate of the same 
church, to Jabour for the term of nine months in that destitute re- 
gion, and in such other places as they might afterwards designate. 
Mr. Chester commenced his mission in the beginning of September. 
The Secretary has received a short letter from him, dated the 4th 
of October. He represents the scene in which he is engaged as 
one of the most interesting character. Many are engaged in religion, 
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and he has frequently been urged to settle among them for life. 
He had already preached twenty sermons, and established eight 
Sunday Schools. He remarks that there are in that country a few 
bright Christians, the most eminent he had ever known; but adds, 
“ they are indeed a little flock ; while on the other hand, infidelity, 
and vice, and error prevail in some places to an extent that I never 
witnessed or believed existed in any part of our country. Ifyou 
were here, your heart would bleed.” Since he has been in Virginia, 
Mr. Chester has excited the people of two places to take measures 
to erect churches for the worship of God. One of them has al- 
ready been commenced. He says, “the fields here appear whiten- 
ing to the harvest.” The Board would add, “God grant that it 
may be abundant.” , a 

In the course of the summer, Mr. Witt1am D. Snonerass, 
another licentiate of thesame church, was employed to undertake a 
mission to the eastern parts of Virginia, and to North Carolina, in 
company with Mr. Chester. Mr. Snodgrass has recently set out 
for the place of his destination. 

Previous to his departure for Virginia, Mr. Snodgrass, at the re- 
quest of the Board, undertook a short tour of Missionary duty in 
the towns of Bulton, Caldwell, and Warrensburg, where auxiliary 
societies were formed during the summer, and from which places, 
particularly Bolton, very pressing calls had been received for mis- 
sionary aid. Of the very interesting church at the latter’ place, in 
which the power of the grace of God has heretofore been remark- 
ably displayed, almost without the use of means, he gives the fol- 
Jowing account :—* The Presbyterian Society in Bolton is scattered 
over an extent of country of about six miles square. As a Society 
they are extremely poor, and from their situation, have no opportu- 
nity of attending upon the administration of the word, except when 
Missionaries are sent amongthem. ‘They however manifest a very 
unusual anxiety to enjoy the preaching of the gospel, and are al- 
ways ready to make a Missionary comfortable and useful among 
them. ‘Their congregation consists of about 40 families, in which 
there are about 80 persons who publickly profess the religion of 
Jesus. They have a very convenient plaée of worship, in which 
they assemble on the Sabbath for prayer and to attend the reading 
ofasermon. Besides this, they hold a conference meeting on Sab- 
bath evenings, and one on Thursday evenings, which is intended 
particularly for the benefit of the young. One of those I attended. 
Alter the introductory exercises, I delivered a short exhortation, 
and then requested them to proceed in their usual manner. One 
of the deacons then made a few remarks, and was followed by two 
young men, who spoke in a very solemn, impressive, and interesting 
manner. ‘The meeting was conducted with the greatest propriety. 
I attended it with much satisfaction to myself, and observed with 
pleasure the spirit of undissembled piety which seemed to manifest 
itself among a majority of those present.” 











Young Men’s Missionary Society of New-York. 643 


Mr. Snodgrass visited Caldwell, where he preached twice, and 
was treated with much respect ; but was prevented from proceeding 
to Warrensburg by the inclemency of the weather. 

The Board are engaged in endeavouring to procure suitable 
Missionary aid for those three places. 

On the 25th of June the Directors agreed to employ the Reve- 
rend Tuomas C. Searte, of the Presbyterian Charch, as a Mis- 
sionary to labour in the present state of Illinois. Asthey have re« 
ceived no communication from that gentleman, they are uncertain 
whether his commission has ever reached him. 

Sometime ago they resolved to send Mr. Wm. Timtow, a li- 
centiate of the Hudson Presbytery, to the counties of Sullivan and 
Broome, in this State, and Wayne and Susquehannah, in Pennsyl- 
vania. ‘They have been informed that Mr. Timlow received his 
commission, and intended to fulfil it, but was providentially pre- 
vented. ‘They are still in hopes he will be able to accomplish this 
mission. 

In the last report it was mentioned, that Mr. Joun Barnarn, a 
licentiate of the Presbyterian Church, had been engaged to labour 
during the winter in the Northern parts of this State. He entered 
on the performance of his duties in the beginning of December last, 
and continued three months in the employment of the Board. He 
laboured as the colleague of the Rev. Mr. Dunlap ; but the pressing 
calls for the Word of life in that destitute region frequently kept 
them asunder in their work. The field of their labour was in the 
towns of Western, Boonville, Remsen, Steuben, Russia, Fairfield, 
Floyd, Constantia, Volney, Oswego, Newhaven, Richland, and 
Williamstown, in the Counties of Oswego, Oneida, Herkimer, and 
the vicinity. During this period Mr. Barnard preached 54 times, 
and attended a variety of meetings for religious purposes. He spent 
much time in visiting schools and families. ‘The unusual severity 
of the season, the badness of the roads, the scattered state of the 
population, and the indifferent means of conveyance, prevented him 
from preaching as often as he wished. This circumstance, however, 
gave him more time for performing that most important part of 
a missionary’s duty, visiting at their houses the people to whom he 
preaches. These visits he often found profitable to others, and ex- 
ceedingly refreshing to himself. We are bappy to find, from his re- 
port, that the New Testament, even in these dark parts of our state, 
is generally used as a school book, though we regret to learn that 
there, as well as in other places, where it is less excusable, “ piety 
is considered so unimportant a qualification in the teacher of & 
school.” Mr. Barnard represents the prospect in Western, where 
a church was organized by Mr. Dunlap, in January last, as promis- 
ing ; the attention to means as more general; and the desire to en- 
joy stated ministrations as increasing. After Mr. Barnard’s first 
visit to Remsen a church was formed there which has since receiv- 
ed an addition of twelve members; and though the prospect in 
March, when he wrote, was less flattering than it had been early 
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in the winter, there was still much attention to means, and an ear- 
nest desire for gospel privileges. When he left them, a subscrip- 
tion was in circulation to raise money for procuring a partial sup- 
ply of preaching; their intention being to place it in the funds of 
this Society, and request such supply from them. ‘The other pla- 
ces he describes as greatly in want of Missionary aid. Some of 
the people are indifferent, and others very much engaged as to 
spiritual things. Some infant churches are languishing for want 
of the means of grace. Some places, from great division of senti- 
ment, are unable to procure religious instruction, while others, 
though abundantly able, care little about it. Sectaries, such as 
Universalists, Socinians, and Chrystians, abound in many places, 
while religious institutions are so utterly disregarded in some, that 
immorality is not ashamed to appear without acovering. The la- 
bours of missionaries are, however, generally well received ; ma- 
ny hear the word gladly, and the assemblies on the Sabbath and at 
conference, are often large, attentive, and solemn. In concluding 
his modest and interesting report, Mr. Barnard says, “On a re- 
view of the Mission, I have not the happiness to collect and pre- 
sent to your view an abundant ingathering that I have made from 
the Gospel field in which I have laboured. But, the seed is sown, 
I trust, in truth and sincerity. It remains with the great Head of 
the Church .o give the increase. I could indeed tell you of some 
thronged assemblies—of the silent and solemn attention that per- 
vaded them—of the tears that told the anguish of the heart ; but | 
these are no certain indications of a gracious renovation. They” 
may be like the morning cloud and the early dew; yet, | humbly 
trust, our prayers and labours have not been in vain. The want of 
Missionary labourers in this particular section of the country is 
great. It bas, until quite recently, been almost entirely neglected 
by other Societies. ‘T’o yours they now feel encouraged to look for 
assistance, and they do look with earnest importunity. Havin 
become personally acquainted with these facts, and having boned 
the entreaties of the people, it is not without reluctance that I 
yield to the call‘of indispensable engagements, and decline a longer 
continuance on the mission.” Mr. Barnard received $7 from two 
places in which he laboured, which have been credited by him to 
the Society. 

In the latter part of July the Board agreed to employ the Rev. 
Joun Davenport, of the Presbyterian Church, who was recom- 
meuded by Mr. Dunlap as an old, experienced, and very accepta- 
ble Missionary, to supply the place of Mr. Barnard. Mr. Daven- 
port probably received notice of his appointment in the latter part 
of August, and it is presumed is now engaged in the performance 
of its duties, although no communication has as yet been received 
from him.* 


* Since the Ajmual Meeting, the Board have been informed that Mr. Da- 
venport entered on his Mission in the beginning of October, and was still dili- 
gently employed in fulfilling its duties. 
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The Rev. Joan Dunuap, of the Associate Reformed Church, has. 


spent another year in the service of the Society, as their Mission- 
ary in the counties of Oswego, Oneida, Herkimer, and St. Law- 
rence. The Board have received from him a number of communi- 
cations. During the year he has formed four new Presbyterian 
Churches—one at Volney, one at Western, another at Vienna, and 
the fourth at Oswego falls. ‘There had been at Volney a Congre- 
gational church of some years’ standing, but it had fallen into ruins. 
After labouring there for some time, he, in the month of December, 
at their earnest request, organized them into a Presbyterian Church, 
of twenty-eight members, ordained three Elders, and dispensed 
among them the Lord’s Supper. In speaking of this event Mr. 
Dunlap remarks, “ this, I think, was the most solemn day I ever 
witnessed. ‘The solemnities lasted three hours and an half. The 
Weather was extremely cold; and after taking some refreshment I 
rode four miles, through snow two feet deep, and preached in the 
evening.” : 
the Church at Western, in a letter of the 20th January. “I have the 
satisfaction to inform you, that Western, a town to which I had 
given a part of my services during the last year, has exceeded my 
expectations. It was in the most deplorable state when I first visit- 
ed it, and the most unpromising field I ever laboured in. It had 
never enjoyed the stated ordinances of God’s worship, but was a 
thoroughfare for Chrystians, and other Sectaries. ‘There was no 
place of public worship except a very small meeting house of the 
Friends. A request was made for a part of my services. I com- 
plied with it, and among other things urged upon them the duty of 
erecting a house for the worship of the Living God. Many of the 
people are rich, and they complied with my request. They have 
finished a very commodious house, which will conveniently hold 
700 people. I preached the dedication sermon on the 15th instant, 
from Ist Kings, viii. 13 and 27. The Church was overflowing, and 
all appeared very solemn. On the same day, with the assistance 
of two ministers, there were examined and approved for church 
membership, nine persons from the world. With them, and six pro- 
fessors, I formed a church of 15 members. I dispensed baptism to 
3 adults. The whole of the exercises were attended to with the ut- 
most solemnity, and I trust lasting impressions were made on all 
present. It was a day long to be remembered by the people of 
Western. The Lord’s Supper was dispensed last Sabbath. The 
members unanimously resolved to become a Presbyterian Church, 
and two elders were chosen.” He adds, “thas, through divine 
grace, | have accomplished what I have long laboured and prayed 
for, and may the Lord build up this infant church, and make it a 
praise in the earth.” 

In the same letter he observes, ‘There are awakenings in seve- 
ral places in this region. The people of the town of Remsen have 
been in the habit of disregarding God’s ordinances and institutions ; 
but for some months there has been a solemn attention among them. 


He gives the following account of the organization of 
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I have lately spent one Sabbath with them, and Mr. Barnard two. 
I am requested to administer the Lord’s Supper there, which I shall 
do on Sabbath next. Seven persons have offered themselves, and 
more are expected to join the Church of God at that place. In the 
town of Florence, which is destitute of Gospel ordinances, there is 
also a serious attention to religion. Twelve persons wish to join 
the Church, and I am earnestly desired to visit that place also, to 
dispense the Sacrament.” 

In a letter of March 6, he says, “ Mr. Barnard has closed his 
mission, He has been very acceptable, and his ministry blessed 
wherever he laboured. I shall now be alone, unless the Board 
send others to take. part with me in the important work. There is 
evidently an increased attention to divine things wherever we have 
visited. Ina number of places in this region the Spirit of God is 
poured out. Many others are requesting the everlasting Gospel to 
be preached unto them, and the healing waters of the Sanctuary 
administered to their souls. What a howling wilderness presents 
itself to view! Oh Lorp! pour out thy Spirit, and send forth la- 
bourers to proclaim salvation to those who are perishing in their 
sins.” 

On the fourth of May he writes, “ I have frequently expressed my 
inability to answer all the calls made on me for ministerial labour. 
The fields are truly whitening to the harvest. On the third Sabbath 
of April, in answer to repeated solicitations, I dispensed the Lord’s 
Supper in Florence, where a Church has existed for some years, but 
has never had a settled ministry. ‘Twelve were received on profes- 
sion of their faith. ‘The day was very stormy, the roads extremely 
bad, vet a respectable audience attended, and solemnity marked 
their deportment. Last week [ visited the Churches [ had planted 
at Constantia and Volney. The first is reduced to four members, 
in cousequence of removals from that place. The Church at Volney 
is prospering. Several persons are desirous of becoming members. 
They keep regular Sabbath meetings. I was pressed to administer 
the Lerd’s Supper, but could not tarry.” The following is an ex- 
tract of a letter, dated Rome, 24th June: “ Since I brought my fa- 
muily to this place,” (in the beginning of that month,) “I have been 
deeply engaged in my labours, and the Lord has evidently blessed 
them. I have organized two Churches, cne in Vienna, of 12 mem- 
bers; the other at Oswego falls, of 18 members. ‘There has been 
a great attention to religion in the latter place for some time past. 
Eight weeks ago I preached in the village, and on a short warning 
an audience of 200 convened in anevening. I preached with great 
freedom from these words, ‘* God is love.” All eyes were fixed, all 
ears were open, and J trust their hearts also. It was nearly 11 
o’clock before I closed. ‘There was not a sleeping Kutychus pre- 
sent; and if I had continued until midnight the people would have 
gladly heard me. To the 30 persons mentioned above as having been 
received in these two places, I have also received 8 in Western, and 
baptized 8 adults. I have dispensed the Lord’s Supper twice in this 
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time.” Mr. Dunlap, as well as Mr. Barnard, gives a most affecting 
account of the religious state of the population, generally, among 
whom he has laboured. Hunting and fishing are in some places the 
common amusements of the Lord’s day. ‘There are multitudes, 
however, extremely eager to hear the Gospel preached. The calls 
for it are numerous and urgent, while there is among them a griey- 
ous famine of the word of life. In the county of St. Lawrence, 
where Mr. Dunlap is fully persuaded that his ministry has been 
blessed, there is only one preacher of the Gospel, and he not per- 
manently settled. ‘The uninformed inhabitants of the counties in 
which Mr. Dunlap has laboured, are represented by him as in immi- 
nent danger of being carried away with every wind of false doctrine; 
as there ave not wanting around them and among them many, who, 
to use his expressions, “are teaching for doctrines, not only the 
commandments of men, but the doctrines of devils. Such men,” 
he adds, * ily to places which are destitute of religious instruction, 
and lead captive ignorant persons, who become aprey to these apos- 
tles of error.” 

The Voard close their account of Mr. Dunlap’s labours, with 
some extracts from his latest communication of September! 25th. 
“ T’brough the infinite mercy of the God of grace and providence, 
my life has been prolonged two years in the service of the Society. 
My health has been so good as not to prevent me from fulfilling any 
appointment for religious service. I have preached twice, but more 
generally three times, on the Sabbath, and often in the week. I have 
humbly attempted, in the strength of the Lord Jesus, to perform the 
duties ofa minister of the Cross ; preaching salvation to sinners, edi- 
fying saints, comforting the afflicted, visiting and teaching from house 
to house, conversing with many on the concerns of their souls, orga- 


nizing churches, receiving members, ordaining officers in the house of 


God, exercising its discipline, and administering the seals of the Co- 
venant to adults and infants. I have the pleasure to observe, that 
not one whom I have received on confession, have hitherto wounded 
their profession, or made shipwreck of their faith. May the living 
God keep them by his mighty power, and receive them into the 
kingdom of his glory. I have observed that the more I am enabled 
to deliver divine truth in a plain and Scriptural stvle, the more is it 
relished, and the more gocd, I trust, is done by it. I have generally 
adhered tomy original plan, oi *labou ring in a circuit, watering what 
I have sown, giving line upon line, and precept upon precept. } have 
however found i it necessary, at times, to deviate fy om this rule, in an- 
swer to pressing calls.” 

“ During my two years’ labour I have organized eight churches, 
have dispensed the Lord’s Supper as often as once a month, and re- 
ceived nearly two hundred persons into communion. I have fre- 
quently visited and examined schools, and have distributed the great- 
er part of the Bibles, ‘Testaments, Catec hisms, and ‘Tracts furnished 
by the Board, which have been thankfully received, and no doubt 
done much good. I have laboured oue third of the last year at Wes- 
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tern, have received $200 from the church there, and $38 from other. 
places : which sums I have credited to the Society.” 

He thus concludes, “ My time for Missionary labours and exer- 
tions will soon be over ; and the few churches I have planted will 
soon dwindle and die without further aid ; I therefore earnestly en- 
treat the Board and the Society to take active measures for procur- 
ing suitable missionaries, who may be placed among them. I can- 
not boast of that rapid success in my ministry which many ‘have en- 
joved ; the residue of the Spirit is with the Lorp ; but I consider it as 
an infinite mercy, that the God of grace has, in any measure, con- 
descended to bless my very feeble and unprofitable labours with suc- 
cess. ‘To his name be all the glory.” 

The Board congratulate the Society, that they have been able to 
secure for another year the valuable services of this venerable, zeal- 
ous, and indefatigable missionary. In every letter he earnestly en- 
treats an interest in your prayers, and the Directors hope that the 
members will not be unmindful of him, and their other Missionaries, at 
the Throne of Grace: for, a Paul may plant and an Apollos wa- 
ter, but it is God alone who can succeed their efforts and give the 
increase. 

In the month of June the Rev. Symmes C. Henry, of the Pres- 
by terian church, was appointed to labour in the Southwestern coun- 
ties of this State, in the direction of Bufialoe. Mr. Henry spent two 
months on his mission, and finding that Pittsford and Carthage, two 
villages to the west of Canandaigua, were particularly in want of a 
preached gospel, he spent the principal part of his time at those two 
places. In Pittsford he found a church organized, but no stated 
dispensation of the means of grace. In consequence of this, many of 
the people were very negligent in the observance of the Sabbath, 
and apparently indifferent about securing to themselves a preached 
gospel. He was received in a very friendly manner, and while he 
continued among them, had no cause to complain of the want of 
hearers at a single ineeting, ‘The audiences on the Sabbath, and at 
the’ weekly meetings, were very large and attentive. Towards the 
close of his labours among them, the number of hearers at the even- 
ing mectings became so great as to render it necessary to transfer 
them from the School-house to the Church. Even those who were 
formerly scoffers at every thing sacred, and were seldom or never 
ata religious meeting of. any kind, became punctual in their attend- 
ance at the house of prayer. He observ es, “1 know of nothing 
special occurring under my ministry at this place, except the gene- 

ral and increasing attention to the means of grace ; and I left them, 
much more disposed than before to obtain some spiritual guide to 
point out to them the way to eternal life, Carthage, the other 
place, and which was the principal scene of his labours, i is a small 
village of about forty families, at the head of navigation on the Ge- 
nessee river. “ This,” says | Mr. Henry, “ was the spot where I had 
the happiness to witness the blessing of God on my feeble at- 
tempts to promote his cause among a people perishing for lack of 
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knowledge. When I first visited it, there was nothing like the fea- 
ture of a religious society. Excepting three or four families of wealth 
and respectability, the inhabitants were generally of the poorer class. 
Their ignorance of the great and fundamental doctrines of christiani- 
ty was lamentable in the extreme. I commenced preaching, and 
visiting from house to house, for the purpose of communicating in- 
struction in a plain and familiar manner. Ina short time there was a 
general attention throughout the village, and the people manifested an 
eager desire to hear the glad news of salvation. 'The School-house 
became crowded, and solemnity appeared to pervade the audience. 
Several began to be deeply concerned for their spiritual welfare, 
and to inquire, in the language of the Scriptures, what must we do 
to be saved 2 The good work continued to increase, and new instances 
of conviction were multiplied. ‘Things verged to such a crisis as 
seemed to justify the establishment of a branch of Christ’s Church 
in this village. Accordingly, after some conversation on the sub- 
ject, a day was appointed for the purpose of attending to this so- 
lemnity ; when, with the assistance of the Rev. Mr. Williams, of 
Rochester, I organized a Presbyterian Church. The whole num- 
ber of members at the time of the organization was six, four of whom, 
were previously professors of Religion. On the last Sabbath, which 
I spent in the place, I administered the Lord’s Supper, when there 
was an addition of four more, who professed their faith in Christ and 
attachment to his cause. After the preparatory lecture I baptized 
two adults and 12 children. The season was peculiarly solemn, and 
I have reason to believe made a very deep impression on the minds 
of several. Besides those who have already assumed the Christian 
name, there are 12 or 15 who continue seeking for their salvation, 
Such being the state of things, I confess it was not without painful 
emotions that I considered myself under the necessity of leaving them. 
They followed me with tears in their eyes, entreating me to remember 
their situation and represent their case to the Christian sympathy and 
benevolence of your Society. They are willing to contribute to- 
wards the support of the stated preaching of the gospel, and would do 
all in their power to render the situation of a minister pleasant and 
agreeable.” 

Mr. Henry also preached occasionally at a neighbouring town 
called Perrington, where, previously to his visit, something like a 
revival of religion had taken place, through the instrumentality of a 
few pious individuals, who had established prayer meetings and a 
religious conference on the Sabbath. The work had been greatly 
checked by the introduction of doctrines inimical to vital piety. 
Those of the Universalists had been industriously circulated, and 
many were led away by them. His meetings, however, were well 
attended ; and he had the pleasure to find that those pernicious sen- 
timents were daily losing ground, and that several who had embrac- 
ed, renounced them as false and destructive. 

‘The Board would add, that sympathizing with the people of Car- 
thage and its vicinity, in their interesting case, they have directed 
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their Committee of Missions to look out for a missionary to be sent 


to that place. 


The last report mentioned that Mr. Joun E. Mruuer had succeed- 
ed Mr. Phillips, who commenced a mission among the destitute inba- 
bitants of the northeastern parts of the suburbs of this city, on the 
first of Oct. 1817. Mr. Miller entered on his labours on the first of 
November, continued in the service of the Society for 4 months, 
and was indefatigable in the discharge of his duties. He visited 
from house to house, the abodes of ignorance, poverty, and distress, 
distributed Bibles and Tracts, and preached the Gospel in Sunday 
Schoels, and wherever he could gather a. company of sinners to 
hear it from his mouth. ‘Though he met with many discourage- 
meats and difficulties in his work, principally from the want of a suit- 
able place, in which he could statedly preach to the poor; yet, we 
have reason to believe, that his labours were not in vain in the 
Lord. ‘Through bis exertions, the ignorant were instructed in the 
way of duty, and the vicious reproved, and in some instances re- 
claimed. The souls of poor and pious saints were refreshed by his 
conversation and his prayers. ‘The sufferings of the sick were alle- 
viated by his kind attentions, and the pillow of the dying was soft- 
ened by the consolations of the gospel which he administered. Of 
the families he visited, while a few turned a deaf ear to his counsels, 
and refused adinittance into their houses, both of him and of the 
Bible which he proffered, many received him gladly as a messenger 
of mercy, and earnestly desired a repetition of his visits. Under 
his ministrations, sinners were convinced of their sins, and having 
obtained hope in our Saviour, connected themselves with Christian 
Churches. Among the number was a hoary-headed man of 70, and 
his grand-daughter of 20 years old. Some who had formerly pro- 
fessed the name of Jesus, but who had forsaken his service and his 
ordinances, had their steps again directed to his sanctuary. The 
lambs of the flock were not neglected by him. He often met with 
a litile groupe of Sunday scholars of about ten years of age, who had 
associated to devote an hour, weekly, to the duty of social worship : 
He found them thus worthily engaged ; and when he left them, he 
encouraged them to persevere. In the first two months of his en- 
gazement he visited $7 families: in tlhe whole period he made 237 
visits to the poor, and distributed among them 623 Tracts and 


55 Bibles. In the beginning of January Mr. Miller commenc- 
ed preaching statedly on Wednesday evenings, at a house in Nor- 
folk street, where he had increasing, attentive, and, towards the close, 
crowded and solemn audiences. To them he delivered his fare- 
well address, after sermon, in the evening of February 25th. His 
hearers were much affected, and many of them expressed a deep re- 
gret at his leaving them. In speaking of these meetings, he ob- 
serves, “The meetings which have been held in this street, I can 
confidently say, forthe encouragement of the Society, have not been 
in vain. A great improvement has taken place in the morals of se- 
veral persons in the neighbourbood. A number who were immoral, 
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and who had entirely neglected public worship, are now moral, and 
attend the public ordinances of God’s house. Several who were 
careless about religion, begin to think seriously about their souls.” 

Mr. Miller also, during the months of January and February, 
preached regularly on Sabbath mo ining to the Sunday scholars in 
the room of the Henry-street Free School, and in the evening to 
their parents and others in the same place. Qn the 22d of Febru- 
ary, he observes, ‘The number of scholars assembled was large. 
They have much improved in their attention and conduct since | 
have preached tothem. Some of them are uncommonly attentive, 
and often tender under preaching.” His congregation of adults here 
was also on the increase. In the evening of March Ist he preach- 
ed his farewell sermon to an assembly of 3 or 400 persons. During 
the exercises much solemnity prevailed, and he trusts they will not 
be forgotten. ‘The Board would only add Mr. Miller’s testimony in 
favour of the Report on the subject of Pauperism, published in this 
city during the last winter. He says, “ ‘The causes of the poverty 
and of the degradation of the poor, are justly stated in that report ; 
and I feel sensible, from the intercourse I have bad with them, that 
the Committee have suggested the very best methods for correcting 
the many evils existing among the poor.’ 

The Society cannot fail to recollect the notice, in the last report, 
of the steps which had been taken to procure ground i in the vicinity 
of Corlaer’s Hook, for the building of a Mission house, the appro- 
bation with which the plan of erecting such a building was received, 
and the vigorous measures then taken in relation to that subject. 
In addition to one thousand and twenty eight dollars, which was sub- 
scribed on the spot, the sum of one thousand one hundred and forty 
five dollars was afterwards added to the subscription by members 
not then present, and other persons friendly to the object. The 
Committee, previously appointed for the purpose, waited upon Col. 
Rutgers, who promptly offered to the Society the donation of any 
vacant land belonging to him. It was with regret that the Board 
were not able to avail themselves of that gentleman’s liberal offer : 
there being no situation within the limits of bis estate deemed suit- 
able for the purpose. After various negotiations with different in- 
dividuals, they at length fixed upon two lots belonging to Col. 
Willett, on the north side of Broome-street, between Lewis and Can- 
non-streets, and in the vicinity of Mr. Miller’s missionary labours. 
Those two lots they leased for twenty five years, from the first day 
of May, for $100 per annum. A Committee was appointed imme- 
diately with full power to build a Mission House. ‘This duty has 
been performed in a manner highly satisfactory to the Board, in 
the erection of a very handsome place of worship, 40 feet by 50. 
This building has cost, including its furniture, about 2800 dollars, 
’ which will exceed the amount subscribed for that purpose by about 
$627. This sum the Board will have to pay out of their Mission- 
ary funds, unless it be raised, as they hope it will be, by voluntary 
donations from those who have not yet contributed to the object, 
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They have caused the house to be insured for 2500 dollars. It was 
dedicated to the service of God on Sabbath evening the 11th of 
October. A sermon from Psalm ¢xxxii. 8, was preached by the 
Rev. Mr. Matthews, and the Rev. Messrs. Me Clelland and 
Mc Leod assisted on the occasion, making the opening and con- 
cluding prayers. \ 

The Board cannot forbear to congratulate the Society upon this 
joyful event, and to solicit them to unite in thanksgiving to God, 
whose good hand has enabled us to build this temple for his wor- 
ship : and. in ardent supplications to the Head of the Church, that 
he will incline the hearts of the poor to attend in that sanctuary to 
the ministrations of their present and future Missionaries, and bless 
them to their present comfort and eternal salvation. 

On the 14th of September they resolved to employ Mr. Robert 
Steel, a licentiate of the Presbytery of New-York, as their Mission- 
ary inthis city. He entered upon the duties of his appointment a 
short time previous to the opening of the Mission House ; and was 
employed in visiting the families in the neighbourhood, apprizing 
them of the objects of the Society in its erection, and invitmg them 
to attend the selemnities of its dedication. On Sunday, the 18th 
of October, he commenced his publick duties as a preacher in that 
place. His ministrations have hitherto been well attended, and ap- 
pear to be acceptable to the people. He preaches morning and 
evening on the Sabbath, and holds a meeting for prayer on Thurs- 
day evenings. A Sunday school has been established under the di- 
rection of Mr. Steel and a Committee of the Board ; and received 
under the care of the Sunday School Union Society, as School No. 
35. The school meets in the Mission House in the afternoon of eve- 
ry Lord’s day, is in a prospering state, and likely to be a useful 
appendage tothe mission. During the residue of the week Mr. Steel 
is employed, as Mr. Miller was, in visiting the sick, the afflicted, and 
the dying; in gathering scholars for the school, and inviting the ig- 
norant and the poor of the vicinity to attend this sanctuary and hear 
the Gospel of Jesus, who is able to make the one wise unto salva- 
tion, the other rich in faith; and both, heirs of a kingdom that shall 
never fade away. 

Early in the spring the Board directed their Secretary to open 
a correspondence with the London Missionary Society. Several 
copies of the last annual report were transmitted to that venerated 
institution, with a number of copies of the anniversary sermon. An 
answer to this communication is daily expected. 

In addition to the sums received from the members as their dues, 
and the collection, amounting to $328 67, made after the anniver- 
sary sermon in December last, the Board have received the follow- 
ing donations, (not yet acknowledged,) viz. $30 from several indi- 
viduals belonging to the Rutgers-street church, 45 Bibles from the 
Auxiliary New-York Bible Society, 30 from the Union Bille So- 
ciety in this city, 50 from the Oneida Bible Society. prese: ted to 
Mr. Dunlap, various donations of Tracts, from members of the’ New- 
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York Religious Tract Society, and several sums of $30 each, to con= 
stitute individuals members for life, | 

The amount in the treasury during the year has been composed 
of the following particulars, to wit: 

Balance in the treasury, Nov.19,1817,  - $¢ 791 03 

Received for Missionary purposes, - - 2188 92 

Collected on subscription list for building a Mis- 

sion-house, . - - ~ - 1921 77 





Total, - $4901 72 
And the expenditures have been as follows : 


Salaries of Missionaries and ordinary expenses, $1996 20 
Paid on account of the Mission House, - 2614 06 





Total, - $4610 26 





Leaving a balance in the Treasury of - - §$ 291 46 

It will be perceived that the amount already advanced by the 
Board out of their Missionary funds, for the completion of the Mission 
House, is $692 29. 

There yet remains of the subscription list uncollected about $300, 
and to be paid on account of the Mission House about $200. 

During the last year twelve Missionaries have been employed by 
the Board, including Mr. Searle. If Mr. Timlow, Mr. Davenport, 
and Mr. Woods, have proceeded on their Missions, as it is hoped 
they have; the Society have still in their employment eight Mis- 
sionaries, to wit: Messrs. Dunlap, Platt, Woods, Chester, Snod- 
grass, Timlow, Davenport, and Steel. The Directors have lately 
received an application from a gentleman who desires to be employ- 
ed as a Missionary on the West banks of lake Champlain. If inqui- 
ries which have been instituted, as to his character and qualifications, 
result in the satisfaction of the Board, the Society will then have a 
prospect of commencing a new year of Missionary exertion with 
nine Missionaries in their service. 

It will be perceived that the enlarged sphere of action and useful- 
ness, into which the Providence of God has led the Society, demands 
very ample resources,.a great increase of numbers, and all the libe- 
rality of themselves and their friends, to enable the Directors to con- 
tinue such extended operations. It is particularly recommended to 
every member to interest himself in obtaining new associates and do- 
nations from among his friends and acquaintances. 

On a review of the transactions of the year, the Directors, although 
they sincerely regret the many infirmities with which they have ad- 
ministered the important trusts confided to them by the Society, and 
find much reason for humiliation before God for the very imperfect 
manner in which they have attended upon his work ; yet they dis- 
cover abundant reasons for gratitude to the Head of the Church, for 
the. signal manner in which he has vouchsafed to own and bless 
their feeble and unworthy efforts to spread abroad the knowledge of 
his name : giving them, not te say much more than their deserts, but, 
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far more than their most sanguine expectations, at the commence~ 
ment of the year, ventured to anticipate. 

Brethren—We have a gracious Master, who, verily, rewards his 
servants with a liberal hand! He knows and pities their infirmities ; 
and while he tenderly rebukes the weakness of their flesh, deigns to 
accept and commend the willingness of their spirits. Let his good- 
ness excite us to-make greater efforts in his cause. We have every 
inducement ; for, it is a glorious cause in which we are engaged. It 
is the eause of this Master, against the arch enemy of the human race : 
the conflict of the Prince of Light and Life with the powers of dark- 
ness and of death. It is a most benevolent cause; for it aims to res- 
cue sinners, of our own flesh and blood, from the captivity of Satan. 
It is most honourable ; for we, unworthy as we are, are permitted to 
be fellow-workers with the whole Christian world in evangelizing 
the nations; nay, with God himself, in fulfilling his promise to his 
Son, of putting all enemies under his feet, of giving him the heathen 
for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for a pos- 
session. And, it is also a hopefulcause. Already is he giving to it, 
every where, earnests of future success. It must and shall prevail ; 
for God has promised a final victory ; and our leader is Jnsus, THE 
Captain or Satvation. Let us, then, be true to him to whom we 
have sworn allegiance, and under whose standard we are arranged. 
Gop has already condescended to give us a reputable name among 
the missionary institutions of our country. Let us never be content- 
ed, until, by his blessing, we have made the Young Men’s Missionary 
Society one of the most efficient legions in the armies of the Lorp 
or Hosts. 

Little is yet done in comparison with what remains to be execut- 
ed. Innumerable are the strong holds of Satan in our land yet to 
be reduced, and they are multiplying with fearful rapidity. Some 
of them we have conquered, and converted into temples for God’s 
praise. ‘These conquests are to be secured. . 'The country around 
them is still in the hands of the enemy. ‘They are still invested by 
watchful foes. Be diligent, therefore, in protecting what has been 
gained, and in vigorously prosecuting further acquisitions. Let no 
one, over whom any of us have an influence, remain unconnected 
with our ranks. Allure, persuade, and entreat them to help us in 
our exertions in the cause of our Master. | ' 

Brethren—Remember the grace of our Lorp Jesus Curist, 
tHE Lorp or Giory. He was rich, yet for our sakes he became 
poor, that we, through his poverty, might be made rich! Has he not 
commanded us to love one another as he hath loved us? He does 
not ask us to become poor, that we may make the destitute inhabi- 
tants of our country rich. But, this he does require, that we should 
forego some of our superfluities, to impart to those who are hunger- 
ing and thirsting after righteousness, a little of the bread and water 
of life, of which we enjoy such copious abundance—at least enough 
to alleviate the violence of their faiine. 

Let not the Infant Churches, which have been planted by your 
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Missionaries, cherished by their prayers, and watered with their 
tears, and in whose behalf they so tenderly entreat you, wither and die 
for want of cultivation, Remember the tears of the people, of Car- 
thage, when they besought your Missionary, who first, made the 
name of Jesus melody in their ears, to mtercede with, yon, not to 
forget, but to pity andto succour them. Let the cries of the Church 
at Bolton--where in.a\few short months no less than 65 souls, tro- 
phies of rich, grace, were awakened and made alive unto. God—snot 
only enter your ears, but penetrate your hearts. Listen to what the 
say! “ We are totally destitute of preaching, save Missionary la- 
bour, and, that,is very. ufrequent. e are not able to support the 
Gospel. We are composed of 40 families, and there are|about eighty 
communicants in our Church—mestly minors and females—all ex- 
tremely. apxious.to have a minister of Christ among themas.aSpirit- 
ual, guide and;teacher. We throw ourselves upon your charaty, as 
a needy, people ; for we have no prospect to cheer our hopes from 
an. approaching famine of spiritual instruction, except through the 
agency of your benevolent institution.” Hark, Brethren! Is nos 
the voice of him who once spake to the son of Jonas, on the shore 
of the Sea of ‘Tiberias, now saying to. you—ZJf you love me, go and 
FEED THOSE LAMBS? . 
In behalf of the Board of Directors, 
eS JOHN NITCHIE, Secretary. 
New-York, Dec. 10th, 1818. 
. 
RELIGIOUS CONVENTION. 
Minutes and Resolutions of the Religious Convention of Christian Denomina- 
tions, held at Washington, (Mis.) November 19, 1818. 

The Religious Convention of Christian Denominations met, pur- 
suant to an appointment made at Clear Creek, December 19th, 
1817. By request, Rev. Joseph Bullen preached a sermon from 
Ephesians iv. 3—Endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. | 

After service, Rev. J. Menefee called the meeting to order, and 
Rev. J. Bullen was unanimously chosen Moderator, and the Rev. J. 
Smylie, Clerk. 

The following ministers, of regular standing in their respective 
denominations, came forward and took their seats: 

Rev. Joseph Bullen, Rev. John Menefee, Rev. Wm. Montgomery, 
* Rey. Lawrence Scarborough, § Rev. James Carson, Rev. Saml. 
Royce, Rev. James Smylie, Rev. Nathan Williamson, Rev. Daniel 
Smith. 

The following official members of different churches appeared 
and took their seats : 

+ Mr. John Henderson, Mr. Chilion F. Stiles, t Mr. John Bolls, 
¢Mr. John Grafton, Mr. Matthew Smylie, Mr. Daniel Camron, 
Mr. Abram Galtney, * Mr. Joel Pate, ¢ Mr. Geo. Daugherty. 





*Took their seats the 2d day ;-— Took their seats the 3d day :—~ 
tAbsent the 24 and 3d days. ———! Absent the 3d day. 
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Rev. Dr. Smith, J. Menefee, W. Montgomery, and L. Scarbo- 
rough, (in the event of his appearing to-morrow,) were appointed a 
comniittee of overtures, to prepare and bring forward the business 
of the meeting. 7 
° Gn which the convention adjourned to meet to-morrow at 10 
o’clock. Concluded with prayer. 

. Friday, Nov. 20th, 1818. 
‘"Fhe Convention met according to adjournment. Opened with 
prayer. 

Rev. N. Williamson preached. | 

The committee of overtures reported in part, and the conven- 
tion adopted the following 0 

RESOLUTIONS., 0 
~ Resolved unanimously, That this meeting, having heard and con- 
sidered “*'The Minutes, Resolutions, and Address of the Religious 
Conventidn holden at Clear Creek,” cordially approve ‘the senti- 
ments and feelings expressed therein, and strongly: recommend 
them: to the religious public. 40 

Whereas our youth are indeed “the rising hope’ of our churches 
and our country”—and whereas their temporal welfare, and their 
spiritual salvation, very much depend, under God, on the exereise 
of parental fidelity—therefore, 

Resolved unanimously, 'That this Convention earnestly recommend 
to all parents or guardians, that, by the early, assiduous, and perse- 
vering use of christian. instruction, persuasion, and prayer, they 
should labour to train up for society, the church, and the kingdom 
of heaven, the precious immortals committed. to their care. 

And further resolved, That this convention earnestly recommend 
to all the friends of religion, to inculcate a thorough knowledge of 
the Scriptures on the minds of the rising generation. In order to 
which, that they select such passages as they think best, and teach 
them to their children. We the more earnestly recommend this, as 
it would give our children a knowledge of Scriptural. truth in the 
language of our truly excellent version. 

And further resolved, That this convention recommend to all the 
friends of true religion, to spend some time on every Sabbath in 
catechising their children on the Scriptures ; and, if practicable, to 
establish Sunday Schools for that purpose. 

And whereas, next to parents, school-masters, preceptors, and 
other public instructors, are instrumental in forming the understand- 
ing, fashioning the faith, moulding the heart, and controling the 
habits of our youth—therefore, 

Resolved unanimously, That this convention regard with heartfelt 
satisfaction, and unfeigned gratitude to God, the establishment of 
every seminary of instruction for our male or female youth, that is 
conducted on christian principles, and that with the rudiments of hu- 
man science, inculcates the grand fundamentals of scriptural morals 
and religion. 
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/nd further resolved, That this convention behold, with heart-felt 
grief, and trembling anxiety, the almost total dereliction of chris- 
tian principles, in the instruction and government of our principal 
seminary of learning, and of many other subordinate institutions. 

On motion, ; 

Resolved, That Rev. D. Smith, J. Menefee, and L. Scarborough 
be a committee to prepare a plan of the principles and objects of 
Qnion in this convention. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow at 9 o’clock. 

Concluded with prayer. 

Saturday, Nov. 21, 1818. 

The convention met according to adjournment. 

Opened with prayer. 

The following Resolutions were adopted : 

Whereas that degraded portion of our population, the children of 


Africa, must be regarded as possessed of immortal souls like ours, 


for whom as well as for us the blood of atonement has been shed, 
and whose salvation, like our own, is only to be accomplished 
through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth— 
hanetoee. 

Resolved unanimously, That this convention strongly recommend 
to all masters and employers of slaves, to see that they be ini- 
tiated into the principles of the christian faith; to grant them, as 
often as possible, the privilege of attending on stated family worship, 
and of hearing the sacred Scriptures read ; and by every practicable 
means, to facilitate and encourage their attendance in the sanctu- 
ary from Sabbath to Sabbath. 

Whereas intemperance, at the present day, is making fearful ha- 
voc of the fortunes, reputations, lives, and souls, of thousands ; and 
wheréas this ruinous vice involves in misery not only the intempe- 
rate, but also, in many instances, the whole circle of their innocent 
families and relatives—therefore, 

Resolved unanimously, That this Convention deem it the bounden 
duty of every individual, but particularly of every christian minister, 
and of every ecclesiastical judicatory, to discountenance not only 
gross intemperance, but even the moderate use of ardent spirits, un- 
less in cases of real necessity. 

Whereas the irreverent and profane use of the holy name of God 
and of Christ, is highly provoking to the Divine Being, as well as 
highly injurious to the swearer, and to those who hear him— 
therefore, 

Resolved unanimously, That this Convention express their strong- 
est abhorrence of so pernicious and wicked a practice ; and that they 
enjoin on all who regard the welfare of society, the salvation of souls, 
or the glory of God, that they should not only refrain from open and 
gross profanity, but even from the introduction of God’s reverend 
name, by way of exclamation. 

14 
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In consequence of adeclaration made by agentleman, on the first 
day of oursession, who professed to be an orderly minister of the an- 
cient Protestant Episcopal Church, that some of the members of 
this Convention acted on the ground of a rooted pique against 
said church, implying, if the Convention understood him, a mani- 
festation of an unchristian spirit towards said church—therefore, 

Resolved unanimously, That the gentleman must have been mis- 
taken, inasmuch as nothing of the kind was discovered by us in 
any of our members. 

And. further resolved, That this Convention hereby express 
their christian regard for the Protestant Episcopal Church ; for 
its ministers and officers in regular standing ; and that we are cor- 
dially willing to unite in this Convention, not only with them, but 
with all other ministers and officers of the churches of Christ of 
any denomination in the world. 

Rev. W. Montgomery and L. Scarborough preached. 

The committee appointed on yesterday having made report, 
the meeting, after mature deliberation, unanimously adopted the 
following 

ARTICLES OF CONVENTION. 

1. A meeting, similar to the present, shall be holden annually, 
as long as shall be found expedient, at such time and place as 
shall have been appointed at the preceding meeting. 

2. ‘The meeting, when convened, shall be styled “ The Reli- 
gious Convention of Christian Denominations.” 

3. ‘The Convention shall be composed of mimisters of the gos- 
pel in good standing, and officers or other official representatives 
of any christian church. 

4. The fundamental principles of this Convention are mutual 
affection for each other as disciples of one common Lord, and 
cordial desire to promote the interests of his kingdom. 

5. It is no part of the business of this Convention to discuss 
points either of doctrine or of discipline, about whieh any of its 
members may differ in sentiment. And it is by no means expect- 
ed, that any member shall renounce any of the distinguishing cha- 
recteristics of the religious denomination to which he belongs, or 
that he shall refrain from inculcating his sentiments, either from 
the pulpit, from the press, or in private conversation. 

6. The distinct objects of this Convention are—to promote a 
spirit of mutual forbearance and brotherly affection between its 
members, and between their respective denominations—to make 
unitedly every prudent exertion possible to suppress prevailing 
vices—and to endeavour, by every means that promises success, 
to promote the cause of Christ throughout our land, and the world. 

7. For these purposes it is proposed to combine, as far as possi- 
ble, the energies of all the friends of Zion, in the advancement of 
every moral, religious, and charitable design, in the promotion of 
which they can consistently and cerdially unite. 
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On motion, 

Resolved, That Rev. J. Carson, Rev. D. Smith, and Mr. C. F. 
Stiles, be a committee to make extracts from the minutes of this 
convention, and to superintend the printing and distribution of 
them. 

Resolved, That the convention adjourn, to. meet at Jersey meet- 
ing house, Homochitto, on Wednesday the 24th day of Novem- 
ber, 1819. 

Concluded with prayer, in the most christian friendship and af- 


fection. 
J. BULLEN, Moderator. 


es ele 


REVIVAL IN BERGEN, N. J. 
Communicated for the Christian Herald. 


The late Revival of Religion in the congregation of Bergen has 
been such as to warm the hearts and excite the gratitude of the pious. 

An unusual attention to the means of grace has been manifested 
for three or four years past ; some have been added to the church 
every communion season, of such who continue to adorn and warm- 
ly to wed th the cause they have espoused. In the months of May, 
June, and July last, we have every reason to believe the Holy Spirit 
was poured down in copious showers—“ dropping as the rain, dis- 
tilling as the dew, or the small rain upon the tender herb, and as 
the showers upon the grass.” It arrested and affected every 
rank and class of hearers, and afforded a strong hope that it was the 
Lord’s Work. It has not ceased—It progresses. Let the glory be 
ascribed to the Lord. 

Although the convictions were deep, and the expressions of sorrow 
great, in many instances ; yet as these were not accompanied with 
noise or confusion, a reasonable hope is cherished, that this revival 
has not been the mere effect of animal feeling, and sympathetic ex- 
citement, nor the work of an earthen vessel : but the Lord has been 
pleased to bless his own Institutions, and to make it obvious, that 
the excellency of the power is not of man, but of God. 

This hope is also strengthened by the attention that is paid to fa- 
mily Religion, to female, male, and juvenile prayer meetings, to the 
monthly concert of prayer, to the ordinances and worship of the 
Sanctuary, and to the support of religious Institutions. 

There is in this congregation a female Cent Society, also a juve- 
nile Cent Society for the support of the Theological Seminary at 
New-Brunswick ; two Sunday Schools, a Bible Society auxiliary to 
the A. B. S., which includes the whole Township of Bergen. Be- 
sides the preaching of the word of Géd on the Lord’s day, the 
weekly lectures in private houses appear to have been blessed from 
above. Many have dated their awakenings under these lectures. 

On the 12th of July last there were added to this church 45 
members, three of whom were-received on certificate from other 
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congregations ; and the whole number of members added to this 
church, not reported in the last annual statistical report of the 
classes of Bergen, is 82. oy 
It was deemed most proper not to make this communication till 
sufficient time had been given to test the reality of this work, al- 
though it had been expected, and some surprise expressed that it 
has not been made sooner. 
JOHN CORNELISON, V. D. M. 


Bergen, New-Jerscy, Jan. 20, 1819. 
ne 


FEMALE BENEFICENCE. 


A number of young ladies in the north parish of Bridgewater, 
have for a year past been associated under the name of the Female 
Society in North Bridgewater for promoting Christian Knowledge. 
They meet statedly at the house of their Pastor, and are question- 
ed by hiin on some scriptural subject previously assigned for ex- 
amination. They spend an afternoon or evening together about 
once a fortnight, and the time not occupied by the regular recita- 
tion is improved in serious reading or conversation, while the mem- 
bers employ themselves in braiding straw, knitting, or needle-work. 
The avails of their industry are devoted to charitable purposes, and 
they have, as the result of their diligence hitherto, presented their 
pastor, (Rev. Danie, Huntineton,) a New-Year’s Gift of Forty 
Dollars, to constitute him a life member of the American Education 
Society. 

—— 


NORTH BRIDGEWATER SABBATH SCHOOL. 


This school commenced in the latter part of May, 1818, and has 
continued for 16 Sabbaths.—The time allotted to recitation was an 
hour between the morning and afternoon exercises of public wor- 
ship. The list of members included 105 girls and 78 boys. ‘The 
latter, however, did not attend so regularly as the former. They 
were divided into classes of from four to eight, according to their 
ages; the males under the care of young men, and the females un- 
der teachers of their own sex; the whole under the direction of a 
superintendent. ‘The assiduity of the teachers of both sexes was 
truly commendable, and the improvement of the scholars in general 
highly gratifying to their benevolent hearts. 

The books which furnished subjects of instruction were the New 
Testament—Emerson’s Evangelica] Primer, and Hymns for Infant 
Minds.—Most of the scholars were, during the term, well versed in 
the Primer, and in addition to that, 32,674 verses of Scripture, and 
27,300 verses of Hymns were recited. ¥ 


As specimens of individual diligence, the following are selected. 
Verses of Scrip. Verses of Hymns. 


A girl aged 13, recited 1885 1000 
Another 11, 995 1558 
Another 10, 1405 1464 


Another 8, A02 236 
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Another, aged 7, recited 2191 verses of Scripture ; comprising 
the whole Gospels of Matthew and Mark, and nine chapters of Luke 
—beside 287 verses of Hymns. It is with pleasure recorded of this 
httle girl, that. when a pecuniary reward was presented her by a re- 
lation for her exemplary diligence, she generously sent the sum by 
the hand of her pastor to the ‘Treasurer of the American Board of 
Cor missioners fur Foreign Missions, for the education of heathen 
children. 

Another little girl, aged 5 years, recited the whole of the Assem- 
bly’s Catechism, with proofs, 12 verses of Scripture, and 100 Hymns. 
The school closed with public religious exercises on the day of the 
annual meeting of the Bridgewater Evangelical Society, who had 
voted the payment of its necessary expenses from their treasury. 
The sacred music on the occasion was performed principally by the 
scholars, ' 


eal 


ST. JOHNSBURY SABBATH SCHOOL. 


A letter to the Editor of the Recorder, dated St. Johnsbury, Vt. 
Dec. 29th, observes, “ The accounts which you publish of the Sab- 
bath Schools has a very happy effect in promoting their establish- 
ment and progress. It encourages the youth in those places where 
Sabbath Schools are established, to find that their proficiency is no- 
ticed in your widely circulating paper. 1am exceedingly gratified 
to find that Christians are becoming more and more awake on this 
subject. In this place there have been two, and a part of the time 
three Schools, during the past season. I am not informed of the 
progress except in one; that commenced in August last, and owing 
to particular circumstances has met only every Sabbath. ‘There 
are 67 names on the list of Teachers ; of each sex nearly an equal 
number—about 45 has been the average number that has attend- 
ed.—Wilbur’s Catechism has been used by each till the whole of it 
is repeated. They then proceed to the Old or New Testament, as 
they choose. The whole number of verses which has been repeat- 
ed is 12,060. One scholar has repeated 1501; a second, 1489; a 
third, 597; a fourth, 572, and others are following hard after. The 
school will probably be continued through the winter; and I trust 
we shail be able to render a good account of it next spring, when 
you will hear from it again.” 


—— 
From the Missionary Chronicle, for November. 
INDIA. 


The following intelligence, from one of the Society’s stations in India, will af- 
ford a high degree of satisfaction to all who feel an interest in the success of 
missions in that populous region of the earth. Some of Satan’s strongest 
holds have long been established in Hindostan ; but they begin to totter, and 
we doubt not that, by the blessing of God on a patient continuance in well 
doing, they will hereafter be levelled with the ground. It is peculiarly 
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pleasing to find that the Missionary cause in Travancore is countenanced 
by the native government, as appears from the following letter :— 


Soutn Travancore. 


Mr. Mead, in a letter dated Quilon, April 4, 1818, says, ‘The 
South Travancore Mission is assuming a pleasing aspect. Many 
are continually for instruction and baptism. The former Christians 
fee] their drooping courage revived, while others, undecided before, 
have come to the determination of declaring on the side of truth. 
In several villages persons have applied for schools to be establish- 
ed, and a Christian church to be built intheir neighbourhood. A 
heathen, who lately found some treasure on the sea beach, has of- 
fered one half of its value to build a better church than that now 
erected.in Auticanda. Owing to the benevolent exertions of Col. 
Munro, and the favourable disposition of the native government, 
we hope the mission will soon be enabled to support itself. 

‘Il am now about leaving this place for Vargarcoil, where a house, 
(formerly the residence of Col. Munro,) has been given to the 
mission. 

‘'The Queen’s government have been pleased to appoint me to 
the office of Christian judge at the court of Nargarcoil. 

‘Having a comfortable house, I shall now take my dear infant 
with me tothe southward. He is as well and as happy as a mother- 
less babe can well be ; and while the Lord continues to afford so 
much of his gracious presence, I shall be enabled to bear the se- 
vere loss which I have sustained. The arrival of fellow labourers 
will tend greatly to strengthen my hands, and cheer my heart. I 
hope the Directors will request permission for two to come.* Here 
is a large and unoccupied field (5 r their benevolent exertions.’ 


eee 


From another quarter we learn, that the Rajah of Cochin has, 
in emulation of the Rannee, (the Queen,) presented 5000 rupees 
to the Missions. 

A gentleman of great respectability, well acquainted with this 
district, says, ‘The small Protestant community formed by Mr. 
Ringeltaube in South Travancore, although still in a state of infan- 
cy, is much respected. Its Neophytes are called, ‘ The Vadakans,’ 
or ‘ People of the Book ; and sometimes ‘ The people of the Suttee 
Vada’—an obvious allusion to the sacrifice of widows on the fune- 
ral pile of their husbands ; and it receives more proselytes than all 
the other sects of Christians in Travancore,’ 


AMBOYNA. 
A letter from the Rev. J. Kam, dated March 6, 1818, has just 
been received. He rejoices in the prospect of receiving the Malay 
New Testament, now printing by the British and Foreign Bible 


* The Directors have appointed two Missionaries to join Mr. Mead at this 
station. 
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Society, vast quantities of which are needed by the inhabitants of 
Amboyna and other islands, 

Mr. Kam, in the autumn of 1817, visited many of the Islands, 
particularly Ternate, Medado, Kama, Lokoepan, Bolam, &c. &c. as 
well as several of the little and the great Sangur islands, in most of 
which he found a deplorable want of Bibles. In some places even 
the schoolmasters had only a few leaves of the Scriptures remaining, 
and some were wholly destitute of them. Every where Mr. Kam 
was received as an angel from heaven, and multitudes heard 
from his lips the joyful sound of salvation. The kings and chiefs 
in general forwarded his pious endeavours in the most friendly 
manner. 

In the course of his voyages among the islands, he sometimes 
encountered great dangers, and at Liou was attacked by a danger- 
ous fever, which it was feared would have proved fatal to him; but 
he was mercifully restored, and having finished his proposed tour, 
yeturned by a wialerto Amboyna. The people in the islands who 
professed Christianity, having been long without even the occasional 
visits of ministers, the ordinances had not been administered. Mr. 
Kam baptized, in the several islands, more than 5000 children, and 
nearly 500 adults. He also baptized in Amboyna, chiefly of those 
who had been Mahomedans, about 128 adults, besides children. 


OTAHEITE. 


The following is a brief summary of the various accounts which 
have reached us of the success which has attended the preaching 
of the Gospel in the South Sea Islands, taken from a letter written 
to the Rev. John Hughes, minister of the Gospel in Montgomery- 
shire, by the Rev. John Davies, a missionary, who went from that 
neighbourhood. 

I shall now give you a short account of the state of things with us 
in the South Sea Isles. The revival and reformation which com- 
menced in 1813—14, continued and increased in 1815—16—17, so 
that the whole of the inhabitants of Taheite, Eimeo, Tapuamanu, 
Huaheine, Raiatea, Taha, Borabora, and Marua, have renounced 
idolatry entirely. The gods, altars, &c. are utterly destroyed. ‘The 
offering of human sacrifices, and the practice of infanticide, are al- 
together abolished. The worship of the true God, and the profes- 
sion of Christianity, are general throughout all the above islands. lo 
Taheite there are 66 chapels built, and in Eimeo 16. The people 
assemble for worship thrice every Sabbath, and on every Wednes- 
day evening. ‘The Lord’s day is strictly observed throughout the 
whole of the islands. Private and family prayer are general among 
the people. About 4000 persons have learned to spell and read, 
and many to write. Ina word, the change far exceeds all our ex- 
pectation. 
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DEMERARA. 


Mr. Elliot, in a letter dated July 28, 1818, says, ‘It is with pe-. 
culiar pleasure | inform you that the Lord is carrying on his gra- 
cious work among the poor negroes. Many others are inquiring the 
way to Sion, I trust, with their faces thitherward. Since [ last 
wrote to you I have baptized nearly 100, and married about 20 
couples. They have made a public profession of their faith ; may 
the Lord enable them to walk worthy of their vocation! One of 
those who were lately baptized was a head driver; he had been a 
very bad character, a great enemy to religion, and did all he could 
to prevent the negroes on the estate from holding their prayer 
meetings ; but he is now, and for sometime. has been, one of our 
most pious and zealous catechists. Many, other negroes have offer- 
ed themselves as candidates for baptism. 

An estate in the neighbourhood, the slaves on which had former- 
ly been prohibited from meting together for prayer, has been sold 
to a gentleman who desires that they may be instructed ; and it is 
hoped that a chapel will be erected, 


<a 


BAPTIST MISSION. 
From the London Baptist Magazine, Nov. 1818. 


. £etract of a letter from Mr. Purirres, at Samarang. a populous town on the 
eastern part of the Island ‘of Java, dated Jan. 2, 1818. 


‘‘T am now at Samarang, where [ arrived on the 9th of Novem- 
ber. I spent nine months at Batavia in learning the Malay lan- 
guage, and set sail on October 2d for-Samarang, and after a te- 
dious passage arrived in safety with my family. 

I have begun to preach in Malay, in my own house, and have 
also English worship on Sunday mornings. I have begun the Ja- 
vanese, ‘and this will furnish employment for some years. Mr. 
Brockner informs me that he has a collection of 25,000 words, and 
that in every new book he reads he meets with a great number 
of new ones. [| pant to preach to the Musslemen in Javanese, 
I long to establish schools for the youth, since it must be by the 
dissemination of knowledge among the rising generation, that the 
almost unlimited power of the Musslemen priests must be destroy 
ed. The work is great and arduous; outward circumstances ap- 
pear forbidding ; but an unshaken confidence in the power of di- 
vine grace forbids me to despair. Though fast bound by the pre- 
judices of superstition, and in the fetters of delusion, the Javanese 
appear to furnish little ground to hope for their conversion, it is 
not our province to be dismayed, for ‘the zeal of the Lord of 
hosts shall perform it.” 

Wherever I have been I have found the natives entirely under 
the controul of their priests and teachers, so that they have not 
dared to read a tract unless they had first shewn it to them, and 
received their opinion on its contents, These teachers are for the 
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most part very ignorant ; their knowledge, in many instances, ex- 
tending little further than the ability to read the Koran in the 
Arabic character without understanding the meaning of twenty 
words in it. There is a numerous class of persons who have 
performed the pilgrimage to Mecca. These men are held in 
great respect, and live upon the credulity of the people. I asked 
one of them what good he had obtained by so lung and painful a 
journey ? he replied, that God had commanded it, and he hoped 
to obtain salvation by it. I endeavoured to convince him that his 
hope was false, and that a work of that nature could not reconcile 
God toasinner. He agreed to every thing I said; still I could 
not forbear lamenting, that his ideas of the character of God were 
so incorrect as to lead him to hope for safety in him as a merciful 
Being, without once thinking of his justice. Men are ruined in 
their eternal interests by ignorance of God. 

We are all now tolerably well; death has carried off scores of 
Europeans of late, but a merciful Providence has preserved us, 
{ am now writing at the table at which Mr. Trowt often sat when 
lingering under the dreadful dysentery which carried him off. O 
that I may follow bim in his zeal and devotedness to the cause 


of God! 


+ re 


DEATH OF AN AGED MAHOMEDAN CONVERT. 


Spadilie, an aged convert from Mahomedanism, died last week. 
I baptized him about three years ago; and he grew in knowledge 
and grace. He died triumphantly at the age of about 78. God 
wonderfully brought this man, at the age of 72, to renounce the 
errors of the false prophet, and to bear testimony to the holiness of 
the Christian faith for nearly five years. His body was interred in 
the public burial ground, attended by many respectable and pious 
men, a circumstance unknown before. He was born in Ceylon, 
and.had been a slave till within 19 years of his death. [Mr. Thom. 


— 


TOLERATION IN PERSIA. 


It is well known that the Mahometans profess to believe that 
Jesus, Christ is a great Prophet; that he performed miracles; 
that he ascended up into heaven; and that he will judge the 
world. They in general, however, treat Christians with great con- 
tumely and cruelty. We are happy to hear that the Prince Royal 
of Persia is attempting to protect the Christians in that kingdom. 
He has lately assembled at Tauris, a city of Persia, containing 
about 200,000 inhabitants, a Divan, composed of the Sheickal- 
Sellaum, (or head of the faith,) an office answering to that of 
Mufti in Turkey, and the principal doctors of the law, and propos- 
ed the following questions for their determination. 1. Was Jesus 
Christ a true prophet sent from God? 2. Are the laws contained 
in the Gospel just? 3. Is it lawful to blaspheme these laws ? Tae 
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first two questions were answered in the affirmative ; the last, in 
the negative. These decisions have received a legal form. The 
Prince Royal has in consequence punished one of his domestics 
for insulting a Christian. 

Cee ae 


RESISTANCE TO THE MANDATE OF THE POPE. 


On the death of the late Primate, who was also Bishop of Con- 
stance, the Baron Von Wessenberg, his General Vicar, in the di- 
ocese of Constance, was nominated to succeed him. The Pope 
refused to confirm the nomination ; but the Grand Duke of Baden, 
his Sovereign, maintains him in his situation, in defiance of the 
Pope’s authority ; and in so doing he is supported by all the so- 
vereigns in Germany. The Grand Duke of Baden contends, that 
as sovereign, he is entitled to nominate to the vacant diocese, and’ 
that such nomination ought to be held good, till it be ascertained 
by competent judges, in partibus, that an improper person has 
been chosen. In this case, after the most rigorous inquiry, he has 
found the Baron Von Wessenberg’s qualifications of the highest 
kind, and his conduct to have always been most exemplary ; he 
contends, therefore, that the refusal on the part of the Pope is 
an arbitrary act, to which no deference ought to be paid. 

The whole case is laid before the public, in a memorial from 
the court ef Baden, accompanied by a number of very curious 
documents. 

It appears that the Baron Von Wessenberg, in his capacity of 
Grand Vicar of Constance, being sanctioned by the Prince Pri- 
mate and the Chapter, has been the author of many important re- 
forms in the church, that have long given great umbrage to the 
court of Rome. 

Among his other reforms, it appears that he absolved monks 
from the oaths of celibacy, quoting the well known language of 
the apostle Paul on the subject; that he caused the service to be 
translated into, and celebrated in the mother tongue ; that he dis- 
pensed with the use of the Breviary ; that he altered a number of 
inconvenient forms with respect to baptism, &c.: that he appoint- 
ed stated examinations of the clergy; that he abolished all but a 
few festivals, and prohibited all ringing of bells on the days and 
eves of those abolished ; that he, with the consent of the civil au- 
thority, converted monasteries, &c. into places of education, and 
hospitals ; formed a new and more commodious division of parish- 
es, and distributed the livings into classes, which were bestowed 
according to merit, and in which all extremes were avoided ; and 
that he discouraged pilgrimages, &c. It appears also, that he 
protected a professor who had distinguished himself by his skill in 
liberal learning, after a mandate had been issued against him by 
the Pope, on the ground that he ascertained the accusations in the 
mandate to be unfounded. The bishop is supported by all the 
fergy of his extensive diocese, and indeed by nearly all the cler- 
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gy of Catholic Germany. Among the lay Catholics there is but 
one opinion concerning him. 


i 


HIBERNIAN SCHOOL SOCTETY. 


The cattle on a thousand hills afford no sustenance to a poor Hi- 
bernian. The luxuries which the sun matures in distant climes 
are all alike strangers to his eye and his taste. If he possesses a 
cow, he eats not of the butter: thousands of them have never seen 
a cheese, and tens of thousands never tasted one. You have 
heard of yearly emigrations, to a large amount, from this kingdom 
to America. Thanks to the poverty of the people, or Ireland 
would be depopulated. None can emigrate but the comparatively 
rich. The accumulated property of many families here would not pay 
for the passage of a single individual. Here they must remain ; 
and they have no way to exist but by renting one, two, or three 
acres of land. Necessitated thus to be land-holders, the country 
sub-divides in proportion to the increase of the population, which 
from early marriages, is in rapid progression. The potatoe gar- 
den preserves the half famished existence of its miserable cultiva- 
tor; but after living on potatoes only, the cultivator of the land is 
always in debt to the landlord. I have denominated these peo- 
ple miserable ; but this is more descriptive of my own feelings 
than of theirs; for, blessed with a potatoe to eat, and a potatoe to 
share with a stranger, a poor Hibernian is happy; so mercifully 
is that cup mingled which the Lord pours out on the earth. Oh 
that they may be made happy with a participation of the bread of 
life ! Thanks be to God, that through the labours of the Society, 
this manna now falls around their tents. 

[As evidence of the favour which Roman Catholics begin to show towards 
the Schools, the following facts are.stated in the Report. ] 

One schoolmaster writes: “I would have written ere now, but 
daily expected the arrival of the Catholic Bishop here, from whom 
I expected nothing but a severe persecution, and harsh invectives 
against me and the parents of the children attending this school ; 
but blessed be God, who overrules the counsels of men, instead of 
the expected persecution, the Bishop has exhorted the priests to 
govern their flocks with meekness, and not to exert an arbitrary or 
tyrannical power over any of them ; in consequence of which, the 
schools in this vicinity may be expected to flourish, and produce 
fruit in abundance, to the glory and praise of God. Some, who 
had withdrawn their children from the schools, are now anxious 
to have them returned. From my conversation with my neigh- 
bours respecting the Scriptures, many are craving Testaments ; 
and some who possess them already often ask the meaning of dif- 
ferent texts, which [ endeavour to explain to them with humility 
and simplicity.” 
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B68 Favourable treatment of the Hibernian 


A Roman Catholic Priest writes—-“ TI feel zrateful for the con- 
fidence which you and the charitable Society repose in me, for 
my humble exertions in the instruction of the poor. Would to 
God that all Christians, of whatever denomination, would zealous- 
ly unite to rescue them from ignorance, and diffuse among them 
the Light of the Gospel, which would prove the most effectual 
means to rectify their morals, and impress their minds with chari- 
ty, justice, and resignation to the will of Heaven; which virtues, 
necessary as they are for their future happiness, do not guide their 
conduct. I understand that some clergymen of my persuasion 
do not approve or sanction, in their respective parishes, the me- 
thod offered by the Society for the instruction of the poor Irish ; 
under the apprehension, | suppose, of their gaining proselytes to 
the Protestant religion. [ entertain no suspicion of that tendency ; 
but judge very favourably of their laudable design; and conse- 
quently, shall always feel happy in contributing my mite towards 
the edification of my pour parishioners, aided by the donations of 
the humane and charitable Society. [ sincerely wish your la- 
bours and those of the Society, for the good of the community, 
may be attended with the desired effect, and terminate prosperous- 
ly to the honour of God.” : 

The following extracts of various letters will be read with much 
satisfaction— 

“ A very extensive and useful school has been established in 
the parish chapel belonging to the first enemy which the schools 
had to contend with in that quarter, and whose opposition was in- 
cessant. Around his altar, from which so many anathemas were 
hurled against the Scriptures and ali who would read them, are 
now assembled in peace, the children of his then appalled and 
terrified hearers, committing to memory those very Scriptures 
which he once denounced ; and that house which once resounded 
with his curses, now reverberates Glory to God in the highest ; 
peace and good will unto men !” 

“A young Priest observed, that our schools would shortly flou- 
rish in this country, as there was a prospect of persecution being at 
an end; for that, on Good Friday last, a conference was held in 
the town of G, at which thirty-three priests were present, as also 
the Bishop ; that the different priests, who did not like the. insti- 
tution, requested the Bishop to give orders tu suppress our schools ; 
and that Priest H. opposed their proceedings, arguing from scrip- 
ture the inconsistency of such as would resist the truth, or prevent 
the education of the poor who were in ignorance ; which had such 
an effect on the Bishop’s mind, that he said, *‘ You may do what 
you please in your different parishes about this matter; but, as 
for me, | heartily coincide with Mr. H.” 

“The priests who were our greatest enemies in this part of the 
country, striving heretofore to abolish the institution, to put a stop 
to the establishment of schools, and to prevent their flocks from 
reading the Scriptures, are at present recommending what they 
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formerly prohibited. A priest of this parish called at my door a 


few days ago, and, to my surprise, told me that he never would 
obey the Bisbop in persecuting any of the free schools.” 

‘The moral tendency of our system is no small recommenda- 
tion; for nothing is more certain than that many wicked parents 
would not wish to see their evil habits transferred into the charac- 
ter of their children, of which the following is a recent instance. 
A man, who, in consequence of a strict injunction laid on him by 
father B., had taken bis son from the Society’s school here, but 
after a trial of two or three months, had made him resume his at- 
tendance there, was accosted in the hearing of a person of veracity, 
(who gave me the anecdote,) by an acquaintance, and interrogated 
why he had, contrary to the priest’s orders, sent back his son to 
the school. He replied, ‘‘ Why, my dear fellow, what could I do? 
While he attended at that school I had every comfort in him. 
He was a good boy, attentive to his book, nor would you bear an 
oath out of his mouth ; but ever since I took him from it, in obe- 
dience to the priest, he spends his time in the streets in all wick- 
edness, and swears like atrooper. 1 would not have my son so 
changed for all the priests in the world; let them say what they 
will, I will not keep him from the School, and sure such Schools 
are a blessing to the world.” 

“The people hold the schools in great estimation. They have 
proved the falsehood of all the stories propagated in order to in- 
timidate them from sending their children to them. They have 
found, that, even could they pay for their education, their children 
would not derive the same advantage from other schools as from 
those of the Society. Many, very many of them, have aiso found 
that benefit from the Word of God, in the hands of their children, 
which has convinced them that it is for their interest to be intimate- 
ly acquainted with its contents. ‘These operate so powerfully, 
that when they are forced by public proclamation after mass, or 
when it is required of them privately at confession, to take away 
their children from the schools, they soon relapse and send them 
again; so that materially to injure aschool where the people have 
had time to appreciate its value, a priest must expose himself te 
the odium of repeatedly appearing its opposer. 

Extent of the circulation of the Scriptures. 

The other branch of the Society’s concerns, the circulation of 
the Scriptures, has partaken of a collateral and very considerable 
increase. The British and Foreign Bible Society, with its accus- 
tomed liberality, has granted to the Hibernian Society 1000 English 
Bibles, 2000 English and 500 Irish Testaments ; and also 200 Irish 
Bibles, for sale or gratuitous distribution: previously to which, there 
were distributed, in the course of the last year, 1610 Bibles, and 
6457 Testaments. When it is considered that the Hibernian So- 
ciety has diffused these treasures of divine and saving knowledge 
among thirty two thousand poor and destitute children, and among 
one thousand two hundred and fifty dark and ignorant adults, and 
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in a part of the kingdom in which the most unwearied efforts are 
made to exclude the pure light of heavenly truth, and to perpetuate 
the darkness and errors of superstition, it may be reasonably and 
confidently expected that, by the blessing of God, the most im- 
ortant, extensive, and permanent consequences will result from this 
ranch of the concerns and operations of the Hibernian Society ; 
that out of the mouth of babes and sucklings God may ordain strength ; 
and that by means of those of mature age, to whose minds know- 
ledge has been communicated, and on whose hearts truth bas been 
impressed, the Word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified. 
This last observation naturally connects itself with the encourage- 
ment which the society gives to the practice of reading the Scrip- 
tures, among those who perhaps never before knew that God hath 
spoken by prophets, by apostles, and by his dear Son; that this 
Word is in their own language, and that it is able to make them 
wise unto salvation. A correspondent observes, “ Parties for read- 
ing the Scriptures multiply. In the vicinity of many of our schools 
there are meetings for adults; many of them cannot read; yet they 
attend on those who can, with the most earnest attention. Never, 
since the first ray from the Star of Bethlehem beamed on our 
horizon, has the sacred page been more in request, nor its trea- 
sures more diffusively spread abroad, among that class of society 
and religious denomination to whom it was a sealed book. Bles- 
sed be God! It is now very generally known, and is an open foun- 
tain, of which numbers drink and live.” 


a 
JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 
A Sabbath Day’s Journey. 


It was one Sabbath morning in September, when three brothers, 
accompanied by a female friend, set out to visit their parents, who 
resided at some distance from the town where they dwelt. Another 
week of bodily exertion was past, and a day of rest had again 
come. The rivulet by which they walked rolled peacefully along ; 
the sun had just risen above the horizon, and was shedding his 

Iden rays on the ground beneath ; the grass appeared to have ac- 
quired fresh verdure; the corn, which yet remained unreaped, was 
beautifully waved by the breezes, and seemed with every thing 
around to welcome the Sabbath as a universal day of happiness. 
At length the distant church appeared rising above the trees, and 
the village was gradually unfolded to view. All appeared still, and 
a contrast to the hurry and dissipation of the town. Aflectionate 
parents received them into their arms, and mutual joy was the re- 
sult of the meeting. During the day the house of God was attend- 
ed twice. In the morning Mr. G. dispensed the word of life from 
Jer. xxiii, 29, and in the afternoon from John, xvii. 22. He ap- 
peared indeed to have acquired the art of speaking a word in sea- 
son. Every sentence came with weight from his lips, and the place 
seemed none other than the house of God, and the very gate of hea 
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ven. The shades of evening soon drew near, and it was time to 
think of returning to the busy scenes of active life. The twilight 
was drawn over the earth, the moon had not yet risen, and every 
thing seemed to invite contemplation. Newton’s hymn on prayer, 
coumnencing— 

What various hind’rances we meet, &c. 


was repeated by one of the company. “ What pleasure,” said the 
youngest, “must Christ, as man, have felt, when he spent whole 
nights in pouring out his soul before God.” “ Yes,” replied another, 


“Cold mountains and the midnight air, 
** Witness’d the fervour of his prayer.” 


The moon now began to rise. ‘ Look,” said one, “at that 
moon. Like it, many a young man begins his course promisingly, 
and perhaps continues it steadily for a time, but at last, like the 
‘moon, sets in darkness.” —“ Yes,” said another, “ and consider the 
moon also as an emblem of God’s faithfulness. Men abuse his 
goodness by forgetting him, and ascribing the regular appearance 
of the moon to what they term the revolutions of nature; and yet 
he has never once, to convince them of their impiety, withheld its 
light when it should shine.” In such conversation as this were 
they engaged, when they passed a meeting-house belonging to a 
village which lay in the road. ‘They stopped, they listened, and 
heard the broad accent of a pious countryman enlarging on the 
patience of Job. ‘ How little worth,” thought one, “is all world< 
ly wisdom and eloquence, compared to the most uncouth Janguage, 
when employed in this way, and attended with a blessing from on 
high.” ‘They now approached their home. A silvery stream was 
passed. ‘The moon having attained its height, was reflected beau- 
tifully by the water, and silence reigned ; excepting a murmur from 
the town, and the rattling of carriages conveying home, perhaps, 
the sons of dissipation, who, after aday of what they term pleasure, 
Were returning with bodies emaciated, and souls absorbed in sensu- 
ality. When the little company entered the town, what a scene of 
hurry did it appear ! “ Ye children of folly and wickedness,” thought 
they, “‘ why are your Sabbath evenings, instead of being devoted 
to God and his service, spent in strolling about the streets, and as- 
sociating with bad company?” When I (for the writer was one 
of the travellers whose journey is here related,) beheld in what their 
pleasure consisted, | felt thankful that God had not left me to such a 
disposition, but that my pleasure was of a different kind. It was 
indeed a Sabbath which will not soon be forgot; and, I trust, an 
emblem of that Sabbath which I hope to spend in ascribing bless- 


ing and honour, and power to him that sitteth on the throne, and 
to the Lamb for ever. 


—_— 


CHARACTER OF OUR SAVIOUR. 


His nature was so sweet, his manners so humble, his word so 
wise and composed, his deportment so grave and winnnig, his an- 
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Swers so reasonable, his questions so deep, his reproof so severe 
and charitable, his pity so great and merciful, his preachings so 
full of reason and holiness, of weight and authority, his conversa- 
tion so useful and beneficent, his poverty great, but his alms fre- 
quent, his family so holy and religious, his and their employment 
so profitable, his» meekness so. incomparable, his passions without 
difierence, save only where zeal or pity carried him -on to worthy 
and apt expressions ; a person that never laughed, but often wept in 
a sense of the calamities of others: he loved every man, and hated 
no man ; he gave counsel to the doubtful, and instructed the igno- 
rant; he bound up the broken hearts, and strengthened the feeble 
knees ; he relieved the poor and converted the sinner ; he despised 
none that came to him for relief, and as for those that did not, he 
went to them; he took all occasions of mercy that were offered 
him, and went abroad for more; he spent his days in preaching 
and healing, and his nights in prayer and conversation with God. 
He was obedient to laws and subject to princes, though he was 
the Prince of Judea in right of his mother, and of all the world in 
right of his Father ; the people followed him, but he made no con- 
ventions ; and when they were made, he suffered no tumults ; when 
they would have made him a king he withdrew himself; when he 
knew they would put him to death, he offered himself: he knew 
men’s hearts, and conversed secretly, and gave answer to their 
thoughts, and prevented their questions; he would work a miracle 
rather than give offence, and yet suffer every offence rather than 
see God, his Father, dishonoured ; he exactly kept the law of Mo- 
ses, to which he came to put a period, and yet chose to signify his 
purpose only by doing acts of mercy upon their Sabbath, doing 
nothing which they could call a breach of the commandment, but 
healing the sick people, a charity which themselves would do to 
beasts, and yet they were angry at him for doing it to their breth- 
ren. In all his life, and in all his conversation with his nation, he 
was holy, harmless, undefiled. 


— 


THE CHRISTIAN WISH. 


DANIEL’s wisdom, may I know, 
Stephen’s faith and spirit show— 
John’s divine communion feel, 
Moses’ meekness, Joshua's zeal ; 


Laz’rus’ happy portion share-~ 
Let Isaiah’s hallow’d fire 
All my newborn soul inspire. 


Run like thee, unweari’d Paul— 
Win the day, and conquer all. 


Mary’s love may I possess, 
Lydia’s tender heartedness, 
Peter's ardent spirit feel, 
James’ faith, by works reveal ; 
Like young Timothy, may I 
Ey’ry sinful passion fly. 


Job’s submission, let me show, 
David's true devotion know, 
Samuel's call, O! inay I hear, 





Mine, be Jacob’s wrestling prayer, 
Gideon’s valiant, steadfast care; — 
Joseph’s purity impart, 

Isaac’s meditative heart— 
Abra’m’s friendship let me prove, 
Faithful to the God of love. 


Most of all, may I pursue 

That example Jesus drew ; 

In my life and conduct show 

How he liv’d and walk’d below— 
Day by day, through grace restor’d, 
Imitate my perfect Lord! 








